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It is an occasion of privilege & pleasures that prestigious Hamburg University of Applied 

Sciences Research and Transfer Centre Sustainability and Climate Change, Germany, has 

published a research paper titled 'Valuation of Ecosystem Services & Benefits of Son 

Beel Wetland in Assam, India. During its ongoing annual Worldwide Online Conference 

Climate 2020 under section Category 6 – "Climate Change as a Threat to Biodiversity."  

Three researchers from a similar background of environmental Sciences; Deepak Kumar, an 

Environment Officer, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), India, Moharana 

Choudhury, Researcher and Environmentalist, associated with Voice of Environment (Youth 

Environmental Organisation), Guwahati, Assam & Dr.Ashok Rathore, environmental 

consultancy, Surat, Gujarat have authored to evaluate the monetary value of Son Beel 

Wetland ecosystem. Researchers estimated the potential monetary value of the Son Beel from 

a minimum of $88/Hectare/year to a maximum of $29,716/Hectare/Year. This study has 

conducted during January 2016 to December 2018. The research study adopted 'The 

Economics of Ecosystem & Biodiversity' Model to evaluate the ecosystem services & 

benefits of Son Beel.      

Deepak Kumar reiterates that Son Beel wetland faces ecosystem marginalization where 

ecosystem services aren't being priced & reflected in decision making, which proves a 

complete market failure. Agricultural produce from the converted lake does not reflect values 

lost due to flood protection, fisheries, biodiversity, etc. People who deteriorate are not the 

same whose livelihoods are affected, leading to the continued degradation of the wetland. 

Wetlands governance has so far been failing to address sectoral policies providing incentives 

that lead to wetlands depletion. 

Environmentalist Moharana Choudhury states that Son Beel wetland comprises vast 

biodiversity of flora & fauna. This wetland offers a wide range of ecosystem services that 

help mitigate the impact of climate change and provide a natural solution to climate-related 

risk reduction. Son Beel is not only an essential wetland of Karimganj district of Assam, but 

Son Beel has considered as one of the most extensive wetlands of Asia. Many people and 

local communities are directly or indirectly dependent on this wetland for their livelihood.  

Ashok Rathore has contributed to the GIS Study of the Son Beel Wetland. Mr Rahul 

Choudhury has contributed for photography part during the field study time. 

  



 

 

Authors strongly recommend, "Son Beel Wetland is one of the pertinent ecosystems that 

comprise potential merit to be a Ramsar designated Wetlands of International Importance. 

We produce this important paper before the Government of Assam to send a proposal to the 

Ramsar Committee for designating it a Ramsar Site."  

Agenda 2030 provides a broader roadmap for national & international policy action for 

governments, civil society, private sector & other State/Non-State actors to achieve SDGs for 

our present & future generations. Son Beel provides a wide range of natural capital flow in 

terms of ecosystem services for people and communities' life & livelihood. Son Beel could 

have developed into important tourism as well as a research destination in Assam. 

We need to ensure that wetland conservation, wise use & restoration are an integral part of 

SDGs planning & implementation. Integrating wetlands services & benefits in Nationally 

Determined Contributions for the Paris Agreement on Climate Change is critical for 

achieving SDGs. Placing a value on nature's ecosystem services shouldn't be misconstrued as 

'putting a price on nature. This phase is the right time for the Government to set up wetland 

governance to protect, conserve & restore wetlands in the State for ensuring a climate-

resilient & water surplus future. 

We have witnessed how the earth ecosystem showed a dynamic recovery and rejuvenation 

amidst lockdown in the wake of the Corona pandemic temporarily. Unlocking logistics and 

industries have been marginalizing the natural ecosystem again. While working on the 

diversity of ecosystem services that Son Beel offers at provisioning, regulating, supporting, 

and cultural levels, we observe that a healthy ecosystem provides enormous resilience against 

disaster and climate risks? If we could have a healthy wetland ecosystem, we can fight 

against water insecurity, water pollution, climate change, nutrient deficiency, inundation, and 

microorganisms, etc. Son Beel is the healthiest nature's nephrotic Filter system that filters 

undesirable contaminants in water naturally.  

 


